LETTERS OF SRI AUROBINDO
Estimate of Bernard Shaw
I DO not think Harris's attack on Shaw as you des-
cribe it can be taken very seriously any more than can
Wells's jest about his pronunciation of English being
the sole astonishing thing about him. Wells, Chester-
ton, Shaw and others joust at each other like the
kabiwalas of old Calcutta, though with more refined
weapons, and you cannot take their humourous
sparrings as considered appreciations; if you do, you
turn exquisite jests into solemn nonsense. Mark
that their method in these sparrings, the turn of
phrase, the style of their wit is borrowed from
Shaw himself with personal modifications; for this
kind of humour, light as air and sharp as a razor-
blade, epigrammatic, paradoxical, often flavoured
with burlesque seriousness and urbane hyperbole,
good-humoured and cutting at once, is not English
in origin; it was brought in by two Irishmen, Shaw
and Wilde. Harris's stroke about the Rodin bust
and Wells's sally are entirely in the Shavian turn
and manner, they are showing their cleverness by
"spiking their guru in swordsmanship with his own
rapier. Harris's attack on Shaw's literary reputation
may have been serious, there was a sombre and
violent brutality about him which made it possible;
but his main motive was to prolong his own notoriety
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